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Seventh Grade Quarter 3 

Writing 

Students will:  Write an essay that employs persuasive writing strategies. 

Vocabulary  
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Common Core Standards Explanations & Examples 

HUSD Support Materials & 

Resources 

7 W 1 Write arguments to support claims with clear 
reasons and relevant evidence.  
Introduce claim(s), acknowledge alternate or 
opposing claims, and organize the reasons and 
evidence logically. 
Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and 
relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources 
and demonstrating an understanding of the topic 
or text. 
Use words, phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the relationships among 
claim(s), reasons, and evidence. 
Establish and maintain a formal style. 
Provide a concluding statement or section that 
follows from and supports the argument 
presented. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
Writing an argument is used for the purpose of influencing 
the reader. The author presents an issue and expresses an 
opinion in order to convince an audience to agree with the 
opinion or to take a particular action. 
Students write arguments based on a thesis (e.g., 
persuasive essays or letters, debates, speeches, paragraphs, 
multi-media presentations, documents meant to convince, 
influence or sway) and will support their claims with 
credible sources. 
Practice options include e.g., writing an essay explaining to 
their parents why they need a new computer; write a letter 
to their teachers arguing the pros or cons of offering extra 
credit; choose to assume the persona of a historical figure 
and write a speech convincing society to remember 
him/her.  
Students research and write a persuasive essay with clear 
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reasons in which they form a logical argument to propose a 
solution to address environmental risks (e.g., pollution, 
destruction of habitat) caused by human interaction with 
biological or geological systems.   
Connections: 
SC07.S3C1.01, SS07.S4C5.04; 05and 06, ET07.S4C2.01 and 
02 
Source: commoncore.org 
Research Essay/Multimedia Presentation 
Grade 7 Unit 2 
Research a famous person (such as Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Geronimo, or another person of your choosing) who you 
think persevered in spite of significant challenges. See if 
you can find a video clip of him or her speaking on 
YouTube. Write and present your multimedia report to the 
class, making a case for why the person you chose is a 
striking example of determination and perseverance in the 
face of difficult circumstances.  
(W.7.1, W.7.7, RI.7.2, SL.7.2, SL.7.5, L.7.1, L.7.2) 

7 W 4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the 
development, organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(Grade-specific expectations for writing types are 
defined in standards 1–3 above.) 
( Level: Assess, Critique, Develop a Logical 
Argument, Revise, Cite Evidence, Differentiate) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
Students construct a timeline of a historical era being 
studied; students construct charts and graphs using 
historical data; students keep a record of observations, 
notes, sketches, questions, and ideas using tools such as 
written and/or computer logs; students design an 
investigation to test individual variables using scientific 
processes.  
Students create innovative products or projects using 
digital tools to express original ideas. Students write letters 
while being actively involved in the democratic process.  
Connections: SS07.S1C1.01 and 03, SS07.S2C1. 01 and 03, 
SC07.S1C2.02 and 05, SS07.S4C1.01, SS07.S3C4.03, 
ET07.S1C4.01 
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Source: commoncore.org 
Narrative Essay 
Grade 7 Unit 4 
Write your own “survival in the wilderness” story, 
incorporating words, techniques, and styles from the 
literature read and discussed in class. Work with peers to 
edit and strengthen writing in order to publish it on the 
class webpage. You may decide to upload it as a blog, a 
podcast, an iMovie, or another multimedia format of 
choice.  
(W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.5) 

7 W 5 With some guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed 
by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a 
new approach, focusing on how well purpose and 
audience have been addressed. (Level: Assess, 
Critique, Develop a Logical Argument, Revise, Cite 
Evidence, Differentiate) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
This standard reflects the writing process. See Writing 
Addendum. 
Source: commoncore.org 
Reflective Essay (Option 1) 
Grade 7 Unit 5 
Write your own science fiction story that answers the 
question, “What if…?” Work with peers to edit and 
strengthen your story before presenting it to the class. 
Publish it in a multimedia format on the class webpage. 
(SL.7.5, W.7.3, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.6, W.7.8, L.7.1, L.7.3, 
L.7.5) 
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7 W 6 Use technology, including the Internet, to produce 
and publish writing and link to and cite sources as 
well as to interact and collaborate with others, 
including linking to and citing sources. 
(Level: Assess, Critique, Develop a Logical 
Argument, Revise, Cite Evidence, Differentiate) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
Publishing includes presenting a final product for the 
intended audience. The final product should be legible and 
use margins and spacing to make the piece appealing to the 
reader. 
Teachers create a rubric to assist in expectations of 
keyboarding skills (e.g. margins, spacing, font size, font 
style, etc.); provide “on-demand” writing for students by 
limiting the amount of time permitted to complete the 
assignment; provide opportunities for students to review 
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writing collaboratively using a peer review process, 
checklists, rubrics, etc. 
Students will be able to collaborate with others to produce 
original works with links to sources.   
Connections: 
ET07.S2C1.01, ET07.S2C2.01 
Source: commoncore.org 
Reflective Essay (Option 2) 
Grade 7 Unit 5 
Write an essay response to the essential question: “How do 
authors make science fiction believable?” Cite specific 
details from texts read. After your teacher reviews your 
first draft, work with a partner to edit and strengthen your 
writing before presenting it to the class. Publish it in written 
or multimedia format on the class webpage.  
(RL.7.2, W.7.4, W.7.5, W.7.6, W.7.8, W.7.9, L.7.1, L.7.3, 
L.7.5) 

7 W 7 Conduct short research projects to answer a 
question, drawing on several sources and 
generating additional related, focused questions 
for further research and investigation. (Level: 
Assess, Critique, Develop a Logical Argument, 
Revise, Cite Evidence, Differentiate) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
Research writing is a process in which the writer identifies a 
topic or question to be answered. The writer locates and 
evaluates information about the topic or question, and 
then organizes, summarizes, and synthesizes the 
information into a finished product. 
Students write a summary of information from sources 
(e.g., encyclopedias, websites, experts) that includes 
paraphrasing to convey ideas and details from the source 
and citing information correctly using a standard, 
recognized format. 
Students write an informational report that includes a 
focused topic, appropriate facts and relevant details, a 
logical sequence, a concluding statement, and a list of their 
sources. 
Students conduct a short research project in which they 
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answer questions by gathering information from several 
sources and write a report.  
Example topics include identifying how diverse people 
and/or cultures, past and present, have made important 
contributions to scientific innovations (e.g., Rachel Carson, 
Luis Alvarez, Percival Lowell, Copernicus); researching ways 
geographic features and conditions influenced certain 
events in history (e.g., increased need for source of raw 
materials, creation of national boundaries, the Dust Bowl); 
or researching how a major milestone in science or 
technology has revolutionized the thinking of the time (e.g., 
global positioning system, telescopes, seismographs, 
photography).   
Students locate and synthesize information utilizing 
advanced search strategies to conduct research about a 
particular topic.  
Connections: 
SC07.S2C1.01, SS07.S4C6.01, SC07.S2C1.02, ET07.S3C2.01 
Source: commoncore.org 
Research Essay 
Grade 7 Unit 4 
Write a research essay about Jack London, Gary Paulsen, 
Will Hobbs, or another author of your choice who writes 
about survival in the wilderness. Present your findings to 
the class in a coherent presentation. Feel free to add 
multimedia elements to your presentation.  
(W.7.7, RI.7.5, RI.7.8, SL.7.4, L.7.1, L.7.2) 

7 W 9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts 
to support analysis, reflection, and research.  
Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literature 
(e.g., “Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal 
of a time, place, or character and a historical 
account of the same period as a means of 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
Literary response is the writer’s reaction to a literary 
selection. The response includes the writer’s interpretation, 
analysis, opinion, and/or feelings about the piece of 
literature and selected elements within it. A response will 
present one or more clear ideas, support inferences and 
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understanding how authors of fiction use or alter 
history”).  
Apply grade 7 Reading standards to literary 
nonfiction (e.g. “Trace and evaluate the argument 
and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the 
reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant 
and sufficient to support the claims”). ((Level: 
Assess, Critique, Develop a Logical Argument, 
Revise, Cite Evidence, Differentiate) 

conclusions with examples from the text and references to 
other works including non-print media. 
Students write a character analysis from a literary text and 
support their claims with evidence from the text; students 
write an analysis of the impact of historical events using 
information from both a literary selection and historical 
documents or text; students write an analysis of an 
argument using evidence from the text to support their 
claim(s) regarding the argument. 
For example, after reading Karen Hesse’s Out of the Dust, 
write a reflective journal on the novel.  Students then 
conduct research about the Dust Bowl and write an essay 
analyzing the historical accuracies of the novel to develop 
further depth to their literary reflection.   
Connections: 
SS07.S1C1.08, SS07.S1C8.02   
Source: commoncore.org 
Reflective Essay 
Grade 7 Unit 1 
Write a written response to this question based on 
historical fiction read and discussed in both English and 
Social Studies class, “What makes characters in historical 
fiction believable?” Cite specific details from texts read. 
After your teacher reviews your first draft, work with a 
partner to edit and strengthen your writing. Be prepared to 
record your essay and upload it as a podcast on the class 
webpage for this unit.  
(RL.7.9, W.7.9, L.7.1, L.7.2) 

7 W 10 Write routinely over extended time frames (time 
for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter 
time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. (Level: Organize, Create, Prove) 

Source: commoncore.org 
Essay 
Grade 7 Unit 6 
The human spirit can be defined as a combination of the 
traits that all human beings have in common. Select three 
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of these traits as they appear in the novels you have read 
and discuss the importance of each. Make the case for why 
you chose the traits you did. Justify your answer by citing 
specific information from texts you have read.  
(W.7.1, W.7.4, W.7.10, SL.7.3, L.7.3, L.7.5, L.7.6) 

 


